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For Our International Guests

Cuisine

p-13
French Restaurant La Vie

This restaurant has been one of our hotel’s

central dining experiences since we first
opened. It’s a space that combines the
elegance of wood paneling and intricately
detailed ceilings with a warm, relaxed
atmosphere perfect for couples, groups, and
solo diners alike. A highlight is the Kumamoto
Akaushi beef, which is smoked over straw
and paired with a classic sauce. The wine
selection has been thoughtfully curated by the
sommelier, who carries on the legacy of our
wine bar.

Cuisine
p-14
Coffee Parlor Hilltop

The sweet creations at the Hilltop Hotel’s
coffee parlor have always been about
innovating through refining the fundamentals
of dessert-making. There’s the old-fashioned
pudding, which is slow cooked in an oven

to give it a slightly firm texture, and the ice
cream, a richly scented treat made with

whole vanilla pods. The fruits are ripened

to perfection. And last but not least is the
signature cold drip coffee, which is percolated
over 12 hours and then allowed to settle
overnight.

Cuisine

p-15

Chinese Restaurant
New Peking

New Peking inherits its recipes from a now
defunct Chinese eatery that was a fixture of
the Shimbashi district. Newly renovated in
2019, its modern interior features Art Deco
style geometric patterns on the walls and
blue carpets adorned with an auspicious
peony motif. Highlights of the dinner
courses include classic dishes such as shark
fin soup and crispy Peking duck. For lunch,
neighborhood office workers and regulars
come to enjoy the a la carte offerings and
relaxing atmosphere.

Guest Rooms

T p-09
Deluxe Single Rooms

Most of the hotel’s 35 rooms are standard
rooms, which were envisioned as “a
rejuvenating retreat from all the information
and color overload of the city.” They feature
green carpets that evoke the woodlands that
originally surrounded the hotel, cherrywood
tables and chairs, a mirror stand, and white
walls bathed in natural light from the window.
No two rooms have the same layout, allowing
repeat guests to experience the hotel anew—
until they find the room that feels most like a
home away from home.

| ., Guest Rooms
——

p.10
Suites

Two of the hotel’s rooms are suites: room 501,
which was favored by literary intellectuals,
and room 403, which features a spot garden.
All rooms are equipped with a writing desk,
but the stately antique pieces in the suites
provide a particularly productive space

to think and work. Other touches include
botanical paintings and bird ornaments,
adding to the feeling of being nestled in a
natural environment. They are the perfect

place to let your thoughts flow onto paper—
or a keyboard.

Cuisine

p.11-12

Tempura & Japanese
S Cuisine Yamanoue

Tempura Yamanoue, which opened together
with the hotel in 1954, is renowned for
seasonal vegetables and seafood wrapped in a
light, crispy batter. The legendary restaurant
selects a wide variety of ingredients from
around Japan, harvested at peak condition
and served at their fullest flavor after being
fried in a blend of premium untoasted and
toasted sesame oils. In recent years the spirit
and tradition of Yamanoue continues to
evolve at its sister restaurants in Roppongi
and Ginza.

E ‘ﬂ Architecture

p. o6

“ Art Deco Style

The Hilltop Hotel is famous for its Art Deco
style architecture. The task of designing the

building was given to Matsunoi Kakuji, who
had joined Vories’ firm after studying and
working in New York, where he witnessed
arush of Art Deco skyscrapers transform

the city’s skyline. For many years the lobby
featured a carpet, but renovation work in 2019
revealed long-forgotten octagram-shaped
terrazzo floor inlays, which have now been
embraced as part of the hotel’s interior
design.

Founding Spirit

p.o7
Yoshida Toshio

The building was later leased by businessman
Yoshida Toshio, who founded the hotel in 1954..
Although Yoshida had some international
experience from his time working for Asahi
Glass Co., he was a novice when it came to
hotel management; it was his fresh perspective
that led him to foster a unique brand of
customer service with a heartfelt human
touch, which he instilled in his employees.

He was especially passionate about providing
quality dining experiences, something that we
continue to pride ourselves on today.

Founding Spirit
p. o8
A Western-style Japanese Inn

The hotel was envisioned as a Western-style
Japanese inn combining the sophistication of
a small European hotel with the hospitality of
aJapanese ryokan. Yoshida Toshio sought to
carve out a unique path as a hotelier and was
committed to building a team that shared his
aspirations. That included sending employees
on trips to Europe and around Japan to
experience local hospitality. By broadening
their horizons, he cultivated an atmosphere
that made the hotel a favorite among
intellectuals and international VIPs.
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Our Story
b. 01-02
Tradition and Innovation

The story of the Hilltop Hotel is one of
innovation rooted in tradition and the

spirit of the times. This booklet, created to
commemorate our 7oth anniversary, traces
our history and heritage as a Western-style
Japanese inn, shining a light on the core
concepts, offerings, and design elements that
make up our identity and define our vision of
personal service and hospitality.

It’s our way of reflecting on this milestone as
we look with excitement to what the future

may bring.

Origins

p.03-04

Sato New Lifestyle
Institute

The building that now houses the Hilltop
Hotel originally opened its doors in 1937

as the Sato New Lifestyle Institute. It was
founded by industrialist Sato Keitaro, who
amassed a fortune in the coal industry but
had to step away from management due to a
chronic ailment. Taking inspiration from the
example of Andrew Carnegie, he shifted his
focus to voluntary social service. Later, after
regaining his health, he dedicated himself to
promoting public health, and built an institute
aimed at improving the Japanese lifestyle.

Architecture

p.o5
William Merrell Vories

Sato Keitaro’s progressive ideas resonated
with William Merrell Vories, an architect,
entrepreneur, and Christian missionary
who came to Japan in 1905 and designed
schools, churches, and other Western-style
buildings across the country. Vories was
also a neighbor; his architectural office was
located in the YWCA building just down the
hill, which he also designed. Thanks to him
the building features a thoughtful,

timeless interior rooted in the beauty of
simplicity.



For Our International Guests

Celebration

:r L p. 26
y Chapel

When it comes to planning a wedding, we
believe that as no two couples are alike, no
two ceremonies should be alike. Each couple
is assigned a dedicated specialist who will be
there with them every step of the way, from
day one of planning until they tie the knot.
The intimate scale of our hotel means we are
able to provide the utmost personal attention
to make your vision come to life. We also take
great pride in serving multiple generations
of families and welcoming them back for
anniversaries.

Time

p-27
Hotel Stationery

Tucked away inside the freestanding writing
desk in each of our guest rooms is our hotel
stationery: a pad of plain letter paper, plain
envelopes, a Japanese-style accordion writing
pad, and tricolor “airmail” envelopes. Also
included is our vertical letter paper with
classic design, unchanged from the hotel’s
early days, when our founder would jot
down his thoughts and appreciation for

his employees. Consider it an invitation to
contemplation, to put pen to paper and tell
your story.

p.28
Neighborhood Stroll

Kanda Surugadai is a hilly neighborhood

in central Tokyo where many educational
institutions were founded in the late 19th and
early 2oth centuries. The influx of students
led to the opening of many bookstores; the
Jimbocho used bookstore strip in particular,
offering all manner of specialized volumes
and art books, continues to serve as an
invaluable archive of knowledge and culture.
The flow of people and information has made
this area a hub of learning, creativity, and
curiosity.

p-23
Takeout

It's said that the history of hotel catering
services in Tokyo began when the Hilltop
Hotel dispatched a tempura chef to the

home of novelist and hotel regular Mishima
Yukio. Today, our dedication to cuisine is

also reflected in our to-go offerings. Our
seasonal bento boxes are available in 3 flavors:
Japanese, Western-style, and Chinese. Place
your order by noon the day before and pick up
items at the hotel shop or drive-through style
at the main entrance; we also deliver to local
neighborhoods.

7 Gifts

. p-24
Bl [otel Shop

Our hotel shop, which opened in the

lobby in 2019, sells pastries and sweets,

lace handkerchiefs, keychains, and more,
including a lineup of sweets in packaging

by design office nendo. On weekends and
holidays, the retro-inspired space, which
features Art Deco style detailing on the ceiling
and beams, turns into a cafe offering a variety
of cakes and beverages. On weekdays, it’s a
lounge that invites guests to relax and linger
with a book or in good conversation.

., _ Celebration

| P35
Bangquet Halls

We pride ourselves in our banquet services
and savor the opportunity to bring together
our carefully considered cuisine and heartfelt
hospitality in one space to ensure your events
and functions are successful. We have several
rooms of different sizes, each with a distinct
look, available for both business and leisure
groups to hold catered events, ceremonies,
celebrations, meetings, and more. Pictured

is “Ginga,” our largest banquet hall, which
features classic chandeliers and an elegant
red carpet.

Literature

p.19-20
Literary Pedigree

The Kanda Surugadai area and its
surrounding neighborhoods have long been
home to many publishing houses and used
bookstores, and the local literary culture has
shaped the Hilltop Hotel’s story. Regular
guests included greats such as Kawabata
Yasunari, Mishima Yukio, Ikenami Shotaro,
and Tanabe Seiko. In a practice called
“kanzume,” editors would have writers on
deadline stay at the hotel while they finished
up their novels; that, in turn, helped cultivate
our unique brand of hospitality.

Sensibility
p.21

Tomine Ken

As guests take in the historic building, enjoy
heartfelt hospitality, and savor exceptional
cuisine, they will find their stay punctuated
by brush lettering, witty illustrations, and
the hotel’s triangular logo. Whether it’s the
messages on our door hangers, the coasters
you will see with your welcome drink and at
our restaurants and bar, or the title lettering
on our menus, the hotel’s visual identity was
designed by artist Tomine Ken, who was an
acquaintance of founder Yoshida Toshio.

Sensibility
p.22

1 Pastries

For many years, each of our restaurants made
their own desserts, but in 2011 we established
a pastry department that now prepares most
of the Western-style confectionery served at
the hotel. Through repeated tastings with our
longest-serving chefs, our head pastry chef
developed a lineup that both comforts and
delights, centered on a selection of classic
desserts. The shortcake is a highlight—fresh
cream that melts in your mouth, airy sponge,
and a subtle sweetness that lingers on the
palate.

' 71 Cuisine
p.16
Teppan-yaki Garden

Not long after the hotel opened, founder
Yoshida Toshio had a barbecue pit installed
in the courtyard. When the hotel underwent
renovations in 1980, the space was reborn

as the Garden restaurant, where chefs grill
choice beef, seasonal vegetables, and more to
perfection on an iron griddle. Their simple
approach to ingredients is shared by Tempura
& Japanese Cuisine Yamanoue, and the two
maintain a close relationship, with the head
chefs regularly discussing ingredients and
subtle flavor adjustments.

Morning and Night

p-17
Bar Non Non

Located right off the lobby, this g-seat British-
style bar offers a cozy atmosphere where
guests can get away from the hustle and bustle
of the city. The simple, retro-inspired interior
features barstools with horsehair cushions,
stained glass windows, and a counter made
of oak that bears the marks of the meditative
moments savored by patrons throughout

the decades. It’s the perfect place to enjoy

a drink to yourself or over some peaceful
conversation at the end of a long day.

& Morning and Night
p.18

Room Service

We strive to be your home away from home,
and that ethos is also at the heart of our room
service, which is designed to meet all of your
needs. Thanks to our intimate scale,

guests can enjoy fine cuisine from our
restaurants (Japanese, Western-style,
Chinese) in the comfort of their rooms. And
while breakfast buffets are standard in most
hotels these days, at Hilltop Hotel we offer a
premium Japanese-style breakfast prepared
by Tempura & Japanese Cuisine Yamanoue,
delivered right to your room.
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Other locations

Tempura Yamanoue Roppongi

Address Tokyo Midtown Garden Terrace 3F, 9-7-4 Akasaka
Minato-ku, Tokyo 107-0052, Japan

Telephone +81-3-5413-3577

Tempura Yamanoue Ginza

Address GINZA SIX 13F, 6-10-1 Ginza
Chuo-ku, Tokyo 104-0061, Japan

Telephone +81-3-6264-5516

Tempura Yamanoue at Nihombashi Mitsukoshi Main Store (takeout and dine-in)

Address Nihombashi Mitsukoshi Main Store, Main Bldg. B1F
1-4-1 Nihombashi-Muromachi, Chuo-ku, Tokyo 103-8001, Japan

Telephone +81-3-3517-3230

Restaurant Hilltop at Juntendo University Hospital

Address Juntendo University Hospital Bldg. No. 1, 1F
3-1-3 Hongo, Bunkyo-ku, Tokyo 113-8431, Japan

Telephone +81-3-5803-3231
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WILLTOP dotel

Address 1-1 Kanda Surugadai
Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 101-0062, Japan

Telephone  +81-3-3293-2311

Facilities 35 guest rooms / Banquet halls, chapel, wedding
salon, photo studio, beauty salon ~ Restaurants
(tempura, Japanese cuisine, bar, French cuisine,

Chinese cuisine, teppan-yaki, coffee parlor) ~ Lobby,

reception area, hotel gift shop / Parking garage

Website 2

www.yamanoue-hotel.co.jp iE|,_

Instagram

@yamanouehotel

Planning & Creative Direction: Yuka Okada(81)

Art Direction & Design: Shohei Yoshida(Shiroi Rittai)
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Text: Yoshikatsu Yamato (kontakt)

English Copy: G. Kazuo Pefia(RendezVous)
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The Hilltop Hotel celebrates its 70th anniversary in 2024
Here’s to all our guests and staff, and the moments we have yet to share



